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Changing Beliefs and Sense of Places of House and Burial
of Hmong in Luang Prabang District, Lao PDR.
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Abstract

This qualitative research is aimed to study beliefs and sense of place of house and burial of Hmong in
the highland community and urban community context.

The sampling groups are 38 samples of the Hmong people and the government officers in Luang
Prabang district, Lao PDR. Samples were chosen by using purposive sampling method they are head of clan,
representative of women, shaman, chairman of association, representative of Hmong government officers and
relevant government officers.

The research shows that, first in the highland community context, the Hmong believed in the supernatural
beings which related with Feng Shui or Long Mea (looj mem) including the direction of place, the wood
material to construct house and build coffins and the place management inside the house. There is also a
location belief of place and creating ritual belief of place. Second, in the urban community context, the
environment of physical space and social change. Make a place is limited by the land problem and policies, the
Hmong have to purchase land for place of house and burial. These effects made changes to the direction of the
place, the wood material to construct house and build coffins, the place management inside the house, and
Construction place in of the limited land. However, the creating of ritual belief on place still being practiced as
well as in the highland community context.

Keywords: Belief, Sense of Place, House, Burial, Hmong.
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